
Geography KS2 

At KS2 pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of  a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They 
should develop their use of geographical tools and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.  

 
 
 

Year 4 

Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

 
Why did they build the 

pyramids? 

 
Why do we love going on holiday to 

North Wales? 
(link to trip)  

 
Was Alfred the greatest hero of them all? (Anglo Saxons & early settlements) 

 
What makes 

Britain great? 
 
 

Locational knowledge Although this is a history topic, 
this unit will have a strong 
geography overlap looking at the 
location of Egypt, its key 
physical features including the 
River Nile & will consider human 
features of settlement, trade 
links and how it has changed over 
time. 
 

I can locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to focus 
on Europe (including the 
location of Russia) and North 
and South America. 

 
 I can name and locate counties 

and cities of the United 
Kingdom 

 I can compare two different 
regions in the UK rural / 
urban. Understand how these 
features have changed over 
time. 

 I can name and locate the key 
topographical features 
including coast, features of 
erosion, hills, mountains and 
rivers. 

Although this is a history topic, this unit will have a geography overlap looking at the 
location of Anglo Saxon settlements and how these have changed over time. 

 
 

 

 
 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom 
 I can identify the position and significance of Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn  
 

Place knowledge  
 A region of the United Kingdom 

 

 
 Develop knowledge of Anglo Saxon settlements and place names 

 
 Regions of the United Kingdom 
  I can compare and contrast key cities and discuss similarities and 

differences.  
Human & physical geography 
 

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: rivers, mountains, and the water 
cycle 
 

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy and water 

 

 

 Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including 
types of settlement and economic activity including trade links. 

 

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes, rivers, 
mountains (Look at key European rivers, mountains, desert areas)  

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links 

Mapping skills  Relate different maps to each other and to aerial photos  
 Identify, describe and interpret relief features on OS maps 
 Use a wider range of OS symbols including 1:50K symbols 
 Know that different scale OS maps use some different symbols 
 Use models and maps to discuss land shape ie contours and 

slopes 
 Draw measured plans 
 Follow routes on maps describing what can be seen 
 Create sketch maps using symbols and a key 

  
 Use 4 figure coordinates to locate features on maps 
 Create maps of small areas with features in the correct place 
 Use plan views  
 Make and use simple route maps 
 Label maps with titles to show their purpose 
 Recognise some standard OS symbols. 
 Relate measurement on large scale maps to measurements outside 

Fieldwork N/A Undertake fieldwork when on 
Anglesey visit  
Observe, measure and record 

N/A  
 Use the 8 points of a compass 
 Observe, measure and  record the human and physical features in 



human and physical features 
using a range of methods 
including sketch maps, cameras 
and other digital technologies. 

the local area using a range of methods including sketch maps, 
cameras and other digital devices 

 Make links between features observed in the environment to those 
on maps and aerial photos 

Enquiry & investigation Lower Key Stage 2 
 Ask more searching questions including, ‘how?’ and, ‘why? as well as, ‘where?’ and ‘what?’ when investigating places and processes  
 Make comparisons with their own lives and their own situation.  

Show increasing empathy and describe similarities as well as differences. 
 
Communication 

Lower Key Stage 2 
 Identify and describe geographical features, processes (chang Use geographical language relating to the physical and human processes detailed in the PoSeg tributary and source when learning about rivers. 
 Communicate geographical information through a range of methods including sketch maps, plans, graphs and presentations.es), and patterns. 
 Express opinions and personal views about what they like and don’t like about specific geographical features and situations eg a proposed local wind farm. 

Use of ICT/technology Lower Key Stage 2 
 Use the zoom facility on digital maps to locate places at different scales 
 Add a range of text and annotations to digital maps to explain features and places 
 View a range of satellite images 
 Add photos to digital maps 
 Draw & follow routes on digital maps 
 Use presentation/multimedia software to record and explain geographical features and processes 
 Use spreadsheets, tables and charts to collect and display geographical data 
 Make use of geography in the news – online reports &websites 

 
 


